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Why MPEC?
Editor’s note: The essay below explains 

perfectly why MPEC does what we do – why 
we keep busses alive and rolling, why we 
pay for insurance, why we write grants and 
ask people for money, why we design good 
programs and take wilderness first aid courses 
and scheme on creative and innovative ways 
to bring young people to Nature. And this is 
what happens to the money that our donors and 
members and grantees give to MPEC – it impacts 
children in a way that will stay with them for life. 
Thank you to all who make our work at MPEC 
possible!

Purple Mountain 
Majesty
By Faith Anaya

The caption on the photo reads, “Teaching 
children about the natural world should be seen as 
one of the most important events in their lives” ~ 
Thomas Berry. It was turned into a postcard from 
the Mountain Park who facilitated the trip. A line of 
children sit on a rocky mountain top with their backs 
to the camera. The sunset streaks across the corner 
of the picture. Gray and blue clouds cover the sky 
as more mountains rise in the distance. And there 
I sit, second from the right.  

I don’t remember the kids I was sitting next 
to. I don’t remember the counselors who took 
this photo. No faces, no names, nothing. But I 
remember those rocks. Climbing up the shale. 
I remember the air cold and crisp and alive that 
summer. I remember the sweat and the chill and the mountains in 
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the distance. And the mountain I was sitting on. I remember Greenhorn Mountain. I remember the 
emotion. I remember the beauty. I remember never wanting to leave. 

The Mountain Park was a staple of my summer life for six years, but it feels like the park has 
been with me my whole life. I met wolves, drank river water, hiked mountains, and learned to survive. 
It was the same with my brother. The love of nature that we have was ingrained in our roots. My 
mother taught outdoor education to kids in Kentucky. She moved to Colorado after falling in love with 
the mountains on a family trip. The thin air made her dizzy for the snow capped peaks and quiet blue 
serenity the distant giants provided. She never tires of the view even from our little Pueblo house. My 
brother and I may not have inherited the crazy magnetic passion my mother has for the mountains at 
any given time, but now he misses them. Since moving to Massachusetts for college, the mountains 
have been scarce in my brother’s life, and while he loves Boston he’d be lying if he said he didn’t miss 
the white tipped giants being just outside his window. 

The lessons the outdoors taught me did not stop with the summer. When I was in fifth grade my 
class would take a field trip every month or so up to the Beulah Mountain Park. The same park I had 
loved since the third grade. I watched my friends and classmates look around my glorious second 
home in awe. The ponderosa pines held a kind of authority so the counselors standing beneath them 
need not shout to have their message heard. We thrived on those trips. The Mountain Park was 
our intro to biology, environmental science, and the pure quiet appreciation for a place that felt like 
a step away from the world and time itself. When we were outside immersed in nature, we were 
learning constantly. We were engaged with everything we saw. The environment fostered questions 
and curiosity that just didn’t come into play in the classroom setting. We were more alive in learning 
because the life was all around us. 

I don’t really think about the mountains very much. Then I look at the photo of me sitting on 
Greenhorn Mountain. That mountain changed how I see nature. How I see the mountains. They are 
not simply something to look at. Not merely something to conquer. They are an experience. All of 
nature is an experience best lived young, because the outdoors is a question-making machine. And 
young people have so many questions that need answers. I remember finding my answers in a sunset 
on Greenhorn Mountain.

MPEC sends a huge and heartfelt THANK YOU to all who have donated to MPEC through new memberships, 
membership renewals, Colorado Gives, grants, memorials, and other donations: Andrea Aragon, James & Moneen 
Ahlquist, Larry & Kathleen Allen, Tonia & Christopher Allen, Paulette Arns, Larry Arns, Kathleen Baiocchi, Marty & 
Suzanne Bechina, Hugh Bell, Cathy Bentley, Rebecca Berson, Barbara Blake, Phil & Debbie Borchers, Bruce & Josie 
Boreson, Christopher Brennan, Fran Brodin, Margaret Campbell, Annabelle Corboy, Kelly Corman, Sheila Cover, James 
& Kyle Christian, Kent Couch, Anne C. Courtright, Rhonda Crossen, Gay Davis Miller & Norm Williams, Cathy & Dave 
Dehn, John & Karen DeQuardo, , Diana DiMara, Steve Douglas & Pam Kubly, Nancy Doyle, Rose Duran, Jim & Edith 
Edson, Beth Ehrhardt & Scott Potts, Peg Firth, Carol Fortino, Tad & Melissa Foster, Carol Foust, Katryna Fredregill, 
Susan Frostman, David Fryberger, Patrick & Lucinda Galvin, Alison Gallensky, Debra Grymkoski, Marjorie Genova, Tony 
Gerow, Cynthia Goldman, Cyndi & Dale Hart, Erin Hazler, Colleen Head, Sandra Hickman, Kathryn Higgins, Allison Hill, 
Hank & Taylor Humphreys, Jack Hunter & Lana Woodruff, Roger Hupp, Anne & Greg Johnson, Danita Johnson, Doris 
Kester, Kathryn Kettler, Amelia King,  Abigail Krause, Richard Kreminski, Gary Kyte & Sharlene Fairbanks-Kyte,  Karin 
Kyte, Gary & Carol Kyte, Wilbur Ladd, Raymond Lay, Heather & Gene Maio, Sally & Pat Mara, Alex & Kathy Martinez, 
Laurie McCanne, Bill & Pok-Hui McKinney, Steve McLaughlin, Marian Mead, Patrick & Mindy Meiering, Lee & Wilbur 
Miller, Del & Jane Milne, Mark Montoya, Kathy & Larry Moore, Sonja Melton, Megan Murillo, Warren Nolan, Patricia 
O’Brien, Orla O’Callaghan, Roger O’Hara, J. Doug Ohmans, Stan Pennington, Jonathan Pilarski, Margaret Porter, Mary 
Quattro, Jane Rawlings & David Dill, Glenn Runkewich & Diane Mueller, Harry & Patricia Rurup, Dr. Jarvis & Mary Jo 
Ryals, James & Shirley Salvatore, Deanna Sanders, John & Elaine Sartoris, Rick & Shirley Schepmoes, Luther Skeels 
& Nancy Sawtelle,  Mary Simmons Couch, Katey Simetra, Susan Steinway, Diane Stevenson, Beverly Sullivan, Fred & 
Clareann (Suzy) Smith, Michael & Joan Smith, Mickey & Helen Smith, N Smith, Scott Smith, Mike & Sandy Spahr, John 
& Carol Stansfield, Judy Staples, Anne Stokes-Hochberg, James Sweeney, Pam Tihonovich, Lamar Trant, Maria Tucker, 
Dave & Helene Van Manen, Michael Wenzl, Brad Whitney, Mark & Barbara Yaeger plus several donors who wish to 
remain anonymous.

 “Sometimes you find yourself in the midde of 

nowhere. And sometimes in the middle of nowhere 

you find yourself.” ~ Kim Heacox
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Ending Up Precisely Where I Am Meant to Be
By Jonathan Pilarski

In the fall of 2014, I was reading Backpacker 
Magazine while sitting in the staff break room 
of the Simon Skjodt International Orangutan 
Center at the Indianapolis Zoo in Indianapolis, 
Indiana.  It had been nearly 12 months since 
my wife, Laura, and I had been on one of our 
backpacking trips, and my heart ached for the 
trail.  I longed to be outdoors in the wilderness 
where my only worries are where to find water 
and locating our next campsite.  I turned to a co-
worker and exclaimed, “I ought to move out west 
somewhere and find a job where I take people out 
into nature.”  She looked at me and simply stated, 
“Do it!”

Fast forward 12 months.  Laura is happily at 
work at Pueblo Zoo caring for penguins and river 
otters while I sit in our small Pueblo apartment, 
unemployed and applying for jobs.  I have left a 
promising career in zoo management to chase the 
unknown.  I came to Colorado with no plans, no 
agenda; I am just on a journey to see where life 
takes me.

Back up to June 18, 2015.  Laura and I arrived 
in Pueblo the day before.  We have been in 
Pueblo less than 24 hours.  Our bags are not yet 
unpacked.  Regardless, it is time to go on a hike.  
After all, that is the reason we moved to Colorado 
in the first place.  I tell Laura about this park 
located in the Wet Mountains and owned by the 
City of Pueblo.  I tell her I think it will be a good 
place to spend the afternoon.  We head down the 
road to Beulah…

And now, here I am, MPEC’s Executive 
Director.  When you look back at things, you are 
often amazed at the places life has taken you.  
You look at all of the moments that contributed 
to leading you down the path that brought you to 
where you are, to this very moment.  At times 
you feel as if your life has been scripted.  You 
feel like you have ended up precisely where you 
were meant to be.  As I sit here, in my office in 
the Horseshoe Lodge at Pueblo Mountain Park, 
I look out the window to my left.  The sun is 
shining through the towering ponderosa pines, 
and I know I have ended up precisely where I was 
meant to be.

I have always had a love of nature.  My 
memories as a child are filled with trips to the 
zoo, hikes through the forest, playing in a creek, 
swimming in a lake, going on a long bike ride 
through the countryside, spending time in a state 

park.  For the past 11 
years, I have worked 
for an organization 
dedicated to inspiring 
people around the 
world to advance 
animal conservation.  
I spent my time at 
the Indianapolis Zoo 
creating connections 
between zoo visitors 
and the animals in my 
care.  

Today, I am a part 
of an organization 
whose mission is to 
help the community 
of Pueblo create 
these same kinds 
of memories and 
same kinds of connections. We bring fifth 
grade students to the park for outdoor science 
education, and for some of those kids, it is their 
first time in the mountains.  We hold summer 
camps and give kids the opportunity to climb 
a mountain or camp under the stars.  We hold 
numerous guided hikes throughout the year, 
including a recent hike where we searched out 
the first blooming wildflowers of the year.  All 
of these programs, along with many more that 
we hold throughout the year, leave a lasting 
impression on the people that participate in them.  
We foster an environment of exploration and 
wonder.  We create new opportunities and new 
memories.  We connect people to nature.

As I look back to all of the moments that 
brought me to this desk, I feel honored to be a 
part of a great organization.  I feel blessed to be 
a member of a community that gives so much 
of itself to help improve the lives of its fellow 
citizens.  I am thankful that you have all accepted 
me into your family and given me the opportunity 
to ensure this wonderful place continues to be 
around for generations to come.

 And so I thank you.  Thank you for letting 
me follow my heart.  Thank you for giving me 
this opportunity to see where life takes me.  
Thank you for allowing me and this organization 
to continue to bring people out into nature.  

Thank you for letting me travel down the 
road to Beulah.

Jonathan Pilarski, MPEC’s Executive Director

“Find your 

little 

heart’s 

desire and 

follow it.” 

~ Brandon 

Flowers
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Not All Owls are Created Equal
By Dave Van Manen

When I facilitate 
MPEC’s Nature Toddlers program, 
I often ask the little ones to make 
the sound of an owl. And they 
all immediately respond with a 
series of hoots, as deep as their 
little bodies can muster. It’s the 
sound of a great horned owl, deep 

and low, that most of us come 
up with when making the 
sound of an owl. And it’s 
the look of a great horned 
owl that is often what we 
envision when we think 
“owl.” Pueblo Mountain 
Park has its share of great 

horned owls (the species of 
owl that Marc Pratarelli refers 
to in his article elsewhere 
in this newsletter). But the 
park is home to several 
other species of owls, with 

their own distinctive 
vocalizations, some 
being very different 

than the iconic hoot of the 
great horned. 

On many full moon hikes that I’ve 
guided through the years, we would 
sometimes hear a relatively high pitched 
toot coming out of the trees. Owl was 
certainly not what most would think they 
were hearing when this whistling toot, 
repeating once every second or two and 
sounding like a young child repeatedly 
blowing into a toy wind instrument, was 
heard. A little research enlightened me to 
the fact that this sound is, indeed, an owl 
– specifically, the song of a diminutive 
species of owl, the northern saw whet owl 
(Aegolius acadicus). 

Standing only 8” tall with a large 
reddish facial disk, bright yellow 
eyes, chestnut chest, reddish brown 
back, and no ear tufts, saw-whets are 
found in dense conifer forests and are 
likely year-round residents of Pueblo 
Mountain Park. Among their many other 
vocalizations is a whine-like call that 

is also high-pitched, but longer – like the 
child with the toy flute is slowing down 
and lengthening the toot. 

Their preferred food is mice, 
especially deer mice, and they nest in 
previously excavated cavities (usually 
by flickers) in snags. They may have 
gotten their name, saw-whet, for having 
a call that sounds similar to a saw being 
sharpened on a whetting stone. They are 
strictly nocturnal, very secretive, and 
so are seldom seen. What gives their 
presence away are their songs and calls. 
You can learn more about this cute little 
owl (not so cute if you are a mouse, as 
they are considered fierce predators) and 
hear samples of its vocalizations at the All 
About Birds website of the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology (www.allaboutbirds.org).  If 
you want to hear a saw-whet, join us on 
one of our evening Full Moon Hikes – we 
have a couple of them scheduled this May 
and June. No guarantees, but a northern 
saw-whet owl may just happen to be in 
the neighborhood and grace us with its 
hoot – uh, I mean toot! 
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MPEC now has an 
on-line donor page 
at our website. 
You can easily and 
securely renew your 
membership or make 
a donation using 
your credit card at 
our new web link. 
Just go to  www.
hikeandlearn.org 
click on Help MPEC 
Grow. Thanks!

Spring Guided Hikes 
Yes, your mountain, and your mountain park, are right here 
in Beulah and just waiting for you to seize your day and join 
us for a guided hike, so get on your way to Pueblo Mountain 
Park. Many folks think these spring months are the best 
months to hike in the park – birds are melodically carrying 
out their breeding activities, wildflowers are at their peak, 
and the winter skies are behind us. MPEC has another great 
line-up of hikes during these lovely months. It is best to dress 
in layers and wear good hiking shoes.  Also bring along a water 
bottle and snacks on these moderately strenuous hikes that 
are educational and fun. Unless otherwise stated, most hikes 
last from two to three hours and are appropriate for adults and 
children over 12. MPEC members free, non-members $5. 
Registration required: www.hikeandlearn.org
  
                                                    

 Sun, Mar 20, 11am, Spring Equinox Nature Quotes Saunter The sun is halfway on its 
sky-climbing journey between its December low point on the winter solstice and its June 
high point on the summer solstice. We’ll be searching for signs of spring as we acknowledge 
the equinox on this hike, inspired by the words of some terrific Nature writers (bring along a 
quote to share or not, we’ll have several ready to inspire). 

 Sat, Apr 16, 1pm, “Zuke’s” April Walk Your Dog Hike Enjoy a guided hike with your pooch, 
with the added bonus of healthy treats for your dog provided by Zuke’s Dog Treats! This hike 
is for all you dog lovers out there.  Dogs must be leashed. 

 Sat, Apr 23, 10am, Celebrate the Earth Hike Join us as we saunter along the trails of the 
park, enjoy the emerging spring, and celebrate the earth on this Earth Day hike (the official 
Earth Day is April 22, but every day is really Earth Day, isn’t it?).  

 Sat, May 14, 10am, “Zuke’s” May Walk Your Dog Hike MPEC’s guided hikes for folks and 
their dogs have been very popular, so we’re doing one each month this spring. Your dog 
friends will also be treated with healthy snacks provided by Zuke’s Dog Treats!  Dogs must 
be leashed. 

 Fri, May 20, 6:30pm, Full Moon Hike Enjoy a magical evening excursion as day becomes 
night underneath May’s “Flower Moon” on MPEC’s first full moon hike of 2016. 

	 Sun,	May	22,	10am,	Spring	Wildflower	Hike	There should be plenty of wildflowers in bloom 
along the trails of the park, and we’ll be looking for them on this spring morning hike. 

 Sun, Jun 5, 8:00am, Birding Hike Pueblo Mountain Park is breeding habitat for many birds, 
and we will be up early with the birds, looking – and listening – for them. Bring along your 
field guides and your binoculars if you have them – if not, you can use ours. A perfect way to 
welcome the approaching summer season!

 Sun, Jun 12, 9am, “Zuke’s” June Walk Your Dog Hike One more time this spring, 
we offer our Walk Your Dog Hike for all you hikers who want to bring your dog 
along, with the added bonus of healthy treats for your pooch. 
Dogs must be leashed.

 Mon, June 20, 6:30pm, Full Moon Music and Summer Solstice Hike 
Enjoy a magical evening excursion as day becomes night and spring 
becomes summer hiking under 
the “Strawberry Moon” with 
a mini folk concert along 
the trail…truly a delightful 
experience.  

“Today 

is your 

day! Your 

mountain is 

waiting. So… 

get on your 

way.” 

~ Dr. Seuss

Spring 2016     PG 5
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A Hoot in the Canyon
By Marc Pratarelli, MPEC Board of Trustees

I have the rare privilege of living in my own 
cathedral. I step onto my back porch whenever I 
choose and I let my five senses absorb the mixed 
conifer forest and whatever wildlife might happen 
to be passing through. Although my family and I 
live just a couple of miles from Pueblo Mountain 
Park, you really wouldn’t know the difference 
between it and our backyard. If we cleverly 
meandered through the hills we would reach the 
park entrance having crossed just a single asphalt 
road.

Another cathedral-like structure is Devil’s 
Canyon inside the Mountain Park. Its granite 
walls provide one of the park’s multisensory 
wonders. Not only is the canyon a visual marvel, 
you can howl like a wolf or scream like a banshee 
and enjoy your echo, at least until a Stellar’s Jay 
or raven bark back at you to pipe down.

A few years ago I took a group of my 
students from CSU-Pueblo up the trail to 
Lookout Point above the canyon. We were there 

just before sunset quietly taking 
in the panorama. I had just given 
instructions for a simple exercise 
asking the students to find a safe 
place and to sit, close their eyes, and 
just listen to the canyon. When the 
wind is coming from just the right 
direction one can hear the smallest 
whisper of the pines and firs. About 
a minute into their decompression 
an owl began to hoot from across the 
canyon. It was one of those surreal 
moments for many of my students 
and one of them even wondered if 
I had brought an audio recording to 
enhance their experience. I said,”Of 
course not, it’s a plastic battery-
powered owl I ordered from Amazon 
and I placed it there this morning 
before going to work.” Although 
college-age, I’m always amazed 
at how some of these kids have 
managed their entire youth without 
ever having seen or experienced 
nature other than through their 
Smartphones or the local zoo. I said, 
“Do you realize how lucky you are 
right now?  I’ve been here hundreds 

of times over the years and never encountered 
an owl.” The owl continued its periodic hoots 
and within seconds the rest of the students had 
congregated along the thin iron railing to locate 
our visitor. They hooted back, as did the owl.

I was just as fixated on locating it as 
the students. It was tricky to do because 
the distortion of the canyon walls send the 
reverberations every which way. By the time 
the sound reaches the ears it’s anyone’s guess 
where the origin lies. As I looked to my left down 
the line of students engaging with each other 
and nature in this stunning outdoor classroom, I 
realized that every one of them had an enormous 
grin or smile on their face. I stood back and 
enjoyed that rare gift educators receive every 
now and then. In this case, it was watching 
a priceless memory being created for these 
students. I could have played a recording in the 
classroom or tried describing the reverberating 
hoot to them and it wouldn’t even have come 
close.

I’ve enjoyed Pueblo Mountain Park since my 
son and I first visited 17 years ago. We had just 
moved to Pueblo, having accepted a position at 
the university. On our very first hike we passed 
a small inconspicuous wooden box near the old 
basketball court and found a brochure about the 
Mountain Park Environmental Center that Dave 
Van Manen had just founded. In the coming years 
I got to know Dave and Helene and we attended 
many of the adult programs MPEC hosted on a 
number of different nature and sustainability-
related topics. It wasn’t long before I purchased 
a cabin in Beulah, and a couple of years later my 
115 year-old log home nestled in my cathedral. 
Having been a Scout growing up in Southern 
California and having spent over a year sleeping 
under the stars by the time I was 16, the woods 
and the Mountain Park call to me more than ever. 
I still sleep on my porch under the canopy of 
my cathedral now and then. And I still bring my 
students up every spring semester in the hopes 
we’ll encounter that owl.

We’ve all seen that bumper sticker that 
says “think globally, act locally.” I have the 
very rare privilege to be able to act on a global 
level through my research in conservation 
psychology and the international conferences I 

“The surfaces of 

the world are 

aesthetically 

uneven. You come 

around a bend in 

the road and the 

world suddenly 

falls open. When we 

come upon beautiful 

things…they act 

like the small tears 

in the surface of 

the world that pull 

us through to some 

vaster space.”

~ Elaine Scarry
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Yes!!! I want to join the Mountain Park Environmental Center and be a part of an organization that helps folks of all ages connect with Nature! 
Members receive the Mountain Park News, a discount on bookshop items and program fees,  and the satisfaction of supporting an organization 
dedicated to the promotion of ecological literacy. Your Support is tax-deductible!
Make secure online donations using your credit card at our website: www.hikeandlearn.org

Name__________________________________________________ phone__________________________
Address________________________________________________ e-mail__________________________ 
City/State/Zip ___________________________________________

Supporter Levels:
[  ]  Student/Low-income $20/year  
[  ]  Squirrel (Basic Individual) $35     
[  ]  Raccoon (Basic Family) $50     
[  ]  Coyote  $120 
[  ]  Mountain Lion  $240 

[  ]  Bear   $600
[  ] Basic Business  $240
[  ]  Special donation $________

 Total enclosed: $________

Mail to: MPEC  PO Box 99, Beulah, CO  81023    
Can we tell a friend about the MPEC?
Name ______________________________ e-mail _________________________________
Address ______________________________ City, State, Zip __________________________

[  ] My company will match my gift up to the amount of $ _________ (please enclose gift form from your company).
[  ] I would like to set up 12 monthly Payments! ( We will contact you to set it up - please provide your phone number above).

Gift memberships 
available.

Call 719-485-4444

MPEC sends a 
springtime thank you 
to Elaine Sartoris, Tricia 
Neff, Ruth Ann Amey, 
Linda Overlin, Pam 
Kubly, Anne Moulton, 
Carol Kyte, Jan Myers, 
Becky Brown, & Anne 
Whitfield for putting 
the winter newsletter 
mailing together; 
Shawna Shoaf for 
continually helping out 
with various graphics 
design and layout; 
Steve Douglas for his 
commitment to our 
forest stewardship 
efforts in the park; and 
Dave Overlin for helping 
out with removing the 
windblown trees across 
the Devil’s Canyon Trail. 

OTHER SPRING PROGRAMS AT MPEC
For all the details, pricing, and to register for these programs, go to MPEC’s website at www.
hikeandlearn.org and click on PROGRAMS. If you need assistance with registering on-line, or 
if you do not have access to a computer, please call 719-485-4444.

 Spring Equinox Drum Circle Drum in the spring around the fire circle! Sun, Mar 20, 6:30 – 8pm.
 Nature Toddlers Little ones get to experience the wonders of Nature with music, exploration, fun! 

Dress to be outside! Fridays at 10am:  Apr 8, May 6, & Jun 3.
 Homeschool in the Park (for 2nd-4th graders) Wildflowers and Birds Round-trip transportation 

from Pueblo provided. Fri, Apr 8, 8:30am - 3pm
 Spring Self Renewal Yoga and Nature Day Retreat for Women with Beth McCarthy Whether you 

are looking for time away to refresh or renew your spirit, quietude to make new goals for the Spring, 
shared time with friends, a daughter, sister or a mother, or an opportunity to make new connections, 
this time is yours to create! For all levels of yoga practice. Sat, Apr 9, 10:30am – 4:30pm. 

 Summer Solstice Drum Circle Enjoy this MPEC tradition of drumming to welcome the summer 
season. Sun, Jun 19, 6:30 – 8pm.

attend to report on my studies. There are many 
of us working to understand what it will take to 
turn 7.3 billion overcrowded global citizens into 
conscientious consumers that genuinely want to 
protect the planet’s fragile ecosystem. I’ve also 
had the privilege to participate locally by serving 
on the MPEC Board of Trustees for several 
years. I’ve enjoyed watching MPEC develop and 
mature into the exceptional organization it is 
today. Although the personality of the Board has 
changed, its spirit has not.  It is still a dedicated 
group of folks who together have the park’s best 
interests at heart. Some programs have come 
and gone, but Earth Studies continues strong as 
ever. Several of my college students have been 
through Earth Studies when they were kids. 

Perhaps they’re not yet the model consumers 
I hope for, but they have been much more 
sensitive to the messages I try to convey through 
lectures and the outings we’ve taken in the park. 
Perhaps the combination of experiences in nature 
and the park will guide them toward the mindset 
I’m shooting for. Either way, there’s no question 
in my mind that the positive role both MPEC and 
Pueblo Mountain Park play in our community is 
gradually helping to build that cadre of nature-
loving citizens. When Dave and the rest of us 
have moved on, we will have left many stewards 
to continue the work of teaching others how to 
love the canyon, the owls, and the rest of our 
precious cathedral.
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P•R•O•U•D
Business Members

Of MPEC
Please support the following 
businesses who support MPEC 
through their Business Membership!

Elizabeth Ehrhardt M.D. Pediatrics
1619 North Greenwood Street, 
Pueblo, CO 81003
(719) 583-2330

 Sharon M. Kessler M.D. 
Dermatology 
http://dermatologypueblo.com/ 
131 Colorado Ave, Pueblo, CO 81004 
719-542-4388 

 Lee Miller , Pink Bubble Gum 
Websites
Custom WordPress Website Design 
for Women
 www.pinkbubblegumwebsites.com

Carol Kronwitter, Healing Ways
Integrating massage, energy work 
and spiritual guidance. 
healingways49@msn.com

Mary Quattro, Chrysalis Center Inc.
Retreats   
http://www.chrysalisretreats.org/

Latka Studios 
229 Midway Avenue 
Pueblo, Colorado 81004
www.ceramicsite.com

Shoaf Design Studio
shoafdesignstudio.com

Schuster’s Printing
4718 Eagleridge Cir Pueblo, CO 
81008
719-543-9367

Sierra Homes
Marty Bechina, Contractor
719-544-6097

“I think that 

having land 

and not 

ruining it 

is the most 

beautiful art 

that anyone 

could ever 

want.”

~ Andy Warhol

Forever Thankful for Parks – National 
and Local
By Dave Van Manen

I’ve heard the park referred to as Pueblo 
State Park, Beulah Mountain Park, Pueblo 
National Park, among others. These 611 
acres of forests, shrublands, the meandering 
path of South Creek, and an amazing canyon 
comprised of 200 million year old granite is 
correctly known as Pueblo Mountain Park. It 
is not owned by the State of Colorado, so it 
is not a state park, nor by the United States, 
so it is not a national park. It is located in 
Beulah, so it is understandable that some 
might call it Beulah Mountain Park, but 
since it is owned by the City of Pueblo, it 
is Pueblo Mountain Park. Since 2008, the 
City has contracted with the non-profit 
Mountain Park Environmental Center to manage 
the park for the City. 

In four years we will celebrate the park’s 
100-year anniversary, as it was on January 15, 
1920 that the City purchased the park, at a cost 
of $6,000. Speaking of anniversaries and parks, 
this year marks the 100-year anniversary of the 
National Park Service. In the decades leading 
up to 1916, our nation had already established 
35 national parks and monuments, starting with 
Yellowstone in 1872. But there was no cohesive 
management of these parks – administering 
to them was done by the Forest Service of the 
Department of Agriculture, the War Department, 
or the Department of Interior. Lacking 
unified management, many of these parks and 
monuments suffered from lack of funding and 
protection from private commercial interests 
that saw in these lands lots of dollar signs 
through exploitation in one form or another. 

Similar to the philosophical battles that took 
place when the creation of the Forest Service 
was being debated 15 years earlier, there were 
those that promoted a utilitarian approach to 
managing these park lands (which ultimately 
was adopted for the Forest Service), while 
others believed that preservation should be the 
guiding principle. Stephen Mather, a wealthy 
industrialist with a strong conservation ethic, 
championed the preservationist philosophy and 
the establishment of a strong, separate federal 
agency to carry it out. Mather was ultimately 
successful – on August 15, 1916, while Europe 

was embroiled in the ravages 
of World War I, President Woodrow Wilson 
signed the Organic Act, establishing the National 
Park Service (NPS). Mather became the NPS’s 
first director with the mandate of protecting the 
parks “unimpaired for the enjoyment of future 
generations.” 

I doubt that President Wilson or the NPS’s 
early supporters could have envisioned how the 
system of national parks would grow to what it is 
today - a vast network of 408 parks,  monuments, 
and other sites that have become some of the 
most visited tourism destinations in the world, as 
well as some of the most vitally important lands 
in ecosystem and wildlife preservation.  In 1920, 
national parks saw 1 million visitors; two years 
ago, 292.8 million people visited national park 
system sites, generating $27 billion in economic 
activity.

America’s national parks – what author and 
conservationist Wallace Stegner called “the 
best idea we ever had” – were the result of a 
relatively small number of people who had a 
vision and then committed to seeing that vision 
become reality. Against steep odds and powerful 
business interests, they fought and they won; 
their vision is why our nation’s greatest natural 
treasures now belong to everyone and remain 
preserved forever. Of course, as those of is in 
the conservation field know all too well, any wins 
in protecting the natural world are never truly 
“forever” – there will always be new threats or 
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Carrying MPEC into my Future
By Grant McKay

As the warm sun begins to break the cold 
clutches of winter changing into spring, I can’t 
help but think of my own changes that I have 
gone through while working at the Mountain 
Park Environmental Center. I am a senior 
studying community and commercial recreation 
at Colorado State University-Pueblo. When I first 
began my career in the recreation department, 
I was frustrated because I joined recreation 
because of my love of the outdoors and I had no 
idea that Pueblo had mountains right in its own 
backyard. During my second year in the program, 
I was looking for an internship and stumbled 
upon MPEC. Instead of an internship, I wound 
up working for MPEC as a “ranger” in the Earth 
Studies program. 

Before I started at the park, I worked my way 
through many restaurant kitchens to earn money, 
and when I first started at the park in May of 2014 
it was truly a breath of fresh air. I started during 
the Wildflowers & Birds unit of the program, and 
I was in awe of the beauty of the flowers and the 
vastness of the park. That summer I got to be a 
part of the summer camp programs that included 
day camps with early elementary children, to 
overnight adventures with middle schoolers. 
I didn’t know it at first, but slowly I started 
dreaming of one day being a Program Director 
myself. I learned so many things about outdoor 
education, including instilling a love of adventure 
into young ones. 

The next school year saw me heading back 
to school with more vigor and direction for what 
I was doing in college. I was able to arrange my 
schedule so that I could continue to work at the 
park during the fall semester. That spring I had 
to take a full schedule, but I was certainly feeling 
the itch of the summer. Happily, I returned to 

MPEC for a second summer of leading camps 
- taking kids to the Mission: Wolf Refuge, 
summiting Greenhorn Mountain, and teaching 
survival skills; the summer was actioned packed. 
Aside from being outside, I got a taste of what it 
was like on the administrative side that furthered 
my interest and goal of becoming a Program 
Director.

 That summer was one of the wettest 
that I can remember and it was an interesting 
challenge finding new ways to keep the kids 
interested and involved. I remember it was forty 
degrees one day in which we were supposed to 
hike to the fire tower; but because of the rain 
and cold, we did not attempt the fire tower that 
day. We spent the day outside, but would walk 
from dry space to dry space, all the while singing 
songs that involved motions to keep the kids 
warm. What really imprinted on me was just how 
resilient the kids were; they were not excited 
to be out in the rain (neither was I), but they did 
their best to be in the moment and enjoy the day. 
The outdoors has a deep effect on people, no 
matter the obstacle. 

I am now looking toward the next big change 
in my life - graduating college and an internship 
with the town of Frisco Parks and Recreation 
Department (fingers crossed). I know that I will 
go carrying pieces of MPEC with me. Besides 
all of the park’s dirt and leaves that cover my 
gear, I will be carrying the skills I’ve learned, the 
memories I’ve made, and the love of those who 
make MPEC great. Pueblo Mountain Park is a 
special place - the magic of the Neverland-like 
Devils Canyon trail, the vast beauty of the view 
from the fire tower, the smiles on the children 
the park is helping to shape into conservation-
minded human beings. 

old threats resurfacing, and this includes threats 
to the integrity and health of the National Park 
Service and our national parks and monuments. 

America’s system of national parks has 
influenced nations around the world to create 
their own national parks. I can’t help but wonder 
if the vision to create Pueblo Mountain Park was 
also influenced by the establishment of the NPS. 
Is it a coincidence that a few years after the NPS 
was created, a group of Pueblo-area visionaries 
and the energetic Forest Service employee 
Arthur Carhart created a local mountain park? 

Wild, scenic, natural – was Pueblo Mountain 
Park initially inspired by the recent national 
park story? Yes or no, all of us are now the 
beneficiaries of the vision of these inspired 
people. Thanks to their fortitude and hard work, 
there are national – and local – parks, preserving 
natural and cultural wonders that belong to not 
just the few and the wealthy, but to all citizens. 
I’m with Stegner – I believe our parks are one of 
the best ideas we ever had!

“In the 

spring 

I have 

counted 

one 

hundred 

and 

thirty-six 

different 

kinds of 

weather 

inside of 

four and 

twenty 

hours.”

~ Mark 

Twain 
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“Awake, thou wintry earth. Fling off thy sadness! Fair vernal flowers, 
laugh forth your ancient gladness!” ~ Thomas Blackburn

MPEC’s 2016 Summer 
Camps
Summer is just around the bend, and summer camp is a wonderful 
addition to any child’s summer! We have camps for children in 
Kindergarten all the way through 9th graders. Transportation from 
Pueblo is included, and scholarships are available! Registration for 
camps is open; many camps fill quickly so do not hesitate to sign up. 
Please visit www.hikeandlearn.org for more info & to sign up!

Cubs Camp (children entering K-1st Grade): 
June 13-17 
Nature Explorers (2nd-3rd Grade):   July 11-15 
Intrepid Adventurers (4th-5th Grade):  July 18-22
Survival Camp (5th-6th Grade):  Survival Camp 1: 
June 14-16, Survival Camp 2: July 12-14
Mission Wolf (6th-9th Grade): Mission Wolf 1: June 
28-30; Mission Wolf 2: August 2-4
Greenhorn Wilderness Camp (7th-9th Grade): 
June 21-23    
Mountain Adventure Camp (4th-6th Grade): 
July 25-29


